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As a visionary arts leader, I specialize in uniting artistic excellence with strategic leadership. With a 
background in performance, fundraising, casting, and education, I’m dedicated to honoring diverse 
stories, uplifting artists, and equipping the next generation of performers and professionals. Whether in a 
rehearsal room, classroom, or boardroom, I lead with empathy, purpose, and a commitment to transformative 
storytelling. 

  

          

    

EXPERIENCE  

 

CASTING DIRECTOR, Festival 56  
September 2024 – Present  
 

• Collaborating with the Artistic Director and Board of Directors.  

• Contract/hire all members of the summer acting company. 

• Serving as the first and primary contact of the organization (from auditions to actor 
arrival). 

• Managing, reviewing, and maintaining accurate records of casting sessions and 
submissions.  

• Negotiating contracts with actors while maintaining budget provided by Board.  
 

MANAGER OF INDIVIDUAL GIVING, Chicago Youth Symphony Orchestras 

January 2022 – May 2024, Development Coordinator 

June 2024 – Present, Manager of Individual Giving  

 

Individual Giving: 

• Managed and led most successful #GivingTuesday campaign in organization’s history for 
fall of 2024, raising over $16,000 in one day 

• Led year-end giving campaign in 2023 and 2024; exceeding goal of $55,000 by raising a 
total of $95,000 by December 31, 2024. 

• Crafting direct mailers, e-appeals, and program inserts to reach our goals  

• Serve as development liaison for the Board of Directors; reporting on fundraising 
progress, prospect research, and various campaigns 

 

Annual Gala: 

• Manage and oversee all aspects of annual gala fundraiser including venue and vendor 
research, budgeting, project management, and board reporting 

• Coordinate all audio/visual, décor, and branding for each gala from start to finish 

• Serve as point of contact for all vendors, sponsors, major donors, event co-chairs, and 
guests, providing high-quality professional hospitality and 
stewardship 

• Successfully presented CYSO’s gala in 2022, 2023, and 2024 featuring three different 
venues, vendor teams, and celebrity guest artists 

• Increased gala fundraising over three years, most recently raising $680K (gross) in 2023, 
which represents a quarter of CYSO's annual fundraising dollars  

• Increased overall guest attendance by 20% 

• Sustained and increased corporate sponsorship by 30% over three years with gifts 
ranging from $5,000- $25,000 
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Community Engagement: 

• Manage Parent Partners (volunteer group) 

• Major Donor staff liaison for CYSO's 200 person 10-day tour to Germany, Czech, and 
Austria 

• Developed long-lasting partnerships with vendors: local businesses, hotels, AV/tech, 
designers, and other performing arts organizations 

• Established a performance partnership with Ravinia Brewing Company to showcase 
CYSO’s jazz ensemble program throughout the summer months bringing more exposure 
to the organization 

• Established “Savor the Symphony”; an intimate fundraising event, providing donors of all 
levels the chance to dine with guest artists and composers, followed by a behind-the-
scenes look at a final dress rehearsal at Symphony Center 

 

TEACHER / COURSE FACILITATOR, eCornell (Cornell University) 

Apr 2021 - Current  

• Executive Presence: Leading a course for business leaders to help improve their public 
speaking skills, convey genuine emotion, and present their authentic selves to enhance 
engagement by way of theater and acting techniques 
 

• Project Management: Leading a course that examines the life cycle of a project and 
develops work breakdown structures and teaches proven strategies and practical, 
hands-on tools to drive successful project outcomes 

 
COPYWRITER / E-COMMERCE MERCHANDISER, Boscov’s Department Store  
March 2021 – January 2022 

• Assisted the e-commerce department as a merchandiser & copywriter in the kid’s 
and women’s clothing department and home goods  

 

SPECIAL EVENTS & DEVELOPMENT INTERN, Keen Company (Off-Broadway) 

Feb 2016 - May 2016  

• Aided in the development and execution of the major annual gala fundraiser  

• Assisted artistic leadership with mid-career playwrights workshop 

  

INTERIM OFFICE ASSISTANT, Jenny Wiley Theatre 

Nov 2015 - Dec 2015  

• Reported to the artistic/managing director and with various operations duties  

10 years in hospitality, working as a server and maitre’d  in restaurants and with catering 

companies along the east coast from Florida to New York City  

 

10 years as a freelance actor, performing with regional theatre companies across the United 

States 
 

    
    

EDUCATION  

  
Master of Fine Arts (M.F.A.): Acting  
Florida State University/Asolo Conservatory for Actor Training  
 
Bachelor of Arts (B.A.): Theater Performance  
DeSales University 
 
Certification: Classical Theatre Performance  
British American Drama Academy -- Summer in Oxford Program  

  

    

INTERESTS  

  
Theater, music (vocalist, guitar, & cello), fine art, teaching, reading, writing, travel, cooking.   

 



Marc Bitler 
He/Him/His 

AEA Eligible 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Professional Theatre (selected credits) 

PASSION    Sergeant Lombardi Blank Theater Co. / Dustin Rothbart 

THE SOUND OF MUSIC   Ensemble  Asolo Rep / Josh Rhodes   

INTO THE BREECHES   Stuart Lasker u/s Asolo Rep / Laura Kepley 

SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE   Ralph & Wabash u/s  Asolo Rep / Rachel Rockwell 

RHINOCEROS     Café Owner u/s Asolo Rep / Frank Galati  

 HARBOR    Kevin   Dog Days Theatre / Greg Leaming 

GHOSTS     Osvald    Asolo Conservatory / Andrei Malaev-Babel 

AS YOU LIKE IT     Silvius/Charles  Asolo Conservatory / Jonathan Epstein  

ARCADIA     Ezra Chater  Asolo Conservatory / James Dean Palmer 

BUYER & CELLAR   Alex More  Asolo Conservatory “Late Night Series” 

Disney’s HUNCHBACK…NOTRE DAME Quasimodo  Festival 56 / Tommy Iafrate 

MIDSUMMER…DREAM   Demetrius  Festival 56 / Jen Hopkins 

PETER and the STARCATCHER  Mrs. Bumbrake  Festival 56 / Tim Seib 

THE FANTASTICKS    Matt   Festival 56 / Jim Brigman   

GUYS AND DOLLS    Rusty Charlie  Festival 56 / Shari Mocheit  

BRIGHTON BEACH MEMOIRS  Stanley   Festival 56 / Derek Bertelsen  

GYPSY     Tulsa   Festival 56 / Tim Seib  

JULIUS CAESAR    Julius Caesar  Festival 56 / Jim Brigman  

THE DROWSY CHAPERONE  Gangster #1  Festival 56 / Jen Hopkins 

VIOLET     Virgil / Ensemble Festival 56 / Tim Seib 

WHITE CHRISTMAS   Ensemble  Jenny Wiley Theatre / Brian Swasey 

PETER and the STARCATCHER  Lord Aster   Jenny Wiley Theatre / Chris Nelson 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL   Young Scrooge  Jenny Wiley Theatre / Galloway Stevens  

OKLAHOMA!    Will Parker  Theatre Workshop of Nantucket / Justin Cerne 

Gershwin’s FOR GOODNESS SAKE  Ensemble  Musicals Tonight! / Tom Sabella-Mills  

JIGSAW JONES     Ralphie   ArtsPower National Tours / Greg Gunning 

HENRY VIII     Brandon  PA Shakespeare Festival / no director  

OKLAHOMA!     Ensemble  PA Shakespeare Festival / Dennis Razze 

 

Training/Education 

FSU/Asolo Conservatory for Actor Training M.F.A in Acting  

 Eliza Ladd, Patricia Delorey, Greg Leaming, Summer Dawn Wallace, Andrei Malaev-Babel,  

 Jonathan Epstein, Robert Westley, Bill Bowers, David Brunetti, Patsy Rodenburg 

DeSales University B.A. in Theatre   

 Anne Lewis, Patrick Mulcahy, Dennis Razze, Wayne Turney, Steven Dennis. 

British American Drama Academy Certificate of Classical Acting (on scholarship)  

 John Barton, Linda Gates, John Gorrie, Joseph Mydell, Jackie Snow, Paul Wagar.   

 

Special Skills 

Dialects (Stan. Ameri., British RP, Estuary, Donegal Irish, Deep South, Gen. 

Southern). Driver’s License.  Unarmed/Armed Stage Combat.  Mime.  Advanced 

Beginner Acoustic Guitar. Cello. 

 

Tenor / Baritone 

5’6” / brown hair / green eyes 

Marc.Bitler@gmail.com 

www.marcbitler.com 
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                                                                                                                                                    Marc Bitler 


